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SUBJECT: GOC REFUSED ENTRY OF US JOURNALISTS TO NDJAMENA 

REF: NDJAMENA 1820 

1 . NEW YORK TIMES CORRESPONDENT JOHN DARNTON AND NEWSWEEK 
STAFFER JAMES PRINGLE WERE CONTACTED MAY 6 BY THE EMBASSY 
DUTY OFFICER WHILE STILL IN DOUALA AND ADVISED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED FROM NDJAMENA NOT TO TRAVEL TO CHAD ON THE 
SUNDAY MAY 7 FLIGHT AND SUGGESTED INSTEAD THEY PROCEED TO 
YAOUNDE AND AWAIT FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO WHETHER 
THEY WOULD BE GRANTED ENTRY INTO CHAD. ON MAY 7 EXTENSIVE 
EFFORTS WERE MADE TO DISUADE THE TWO CORRESPONDENTS FROM PRO- 
CEEDING TO CHAD BUT IN VIEW OF PUBLICATION DEADLINES, THEY 

FELT THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE AN EFFORT TO OBTAIN ENTRY, EVEN 
THOUGH THEY HAD BEEN STRONGLY URGED NOT TO DO SO BY NDJAMENA. 
NDJAMENA WAS SO ADVISED. THE JOURNALISTS TOOK THE MAY 8 
FLIGHT TO NDJAMENA AND RETURNED THAT EVENING (SEE REFTEL). IN 
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A MAY 10 MEETING THEY INDICATED THAT THEY WERE MOST APPREC- 
IATIVE OF ALL THE EFFORTS THAT OUR EMBASSY IN NDJAMENA 
HAD UNDERTAKEN ON THEIR BEHALF BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER 
THEIR BRIEF VISIT. 

2. WHILE IN YAOUNDE THEY ATTEMPTED TO SPEAK TO GENERAL MALT. OHM. 
THEY DID ATTEND MALLOUM PRESS CONFERENCE, BUT WERE TOLD THEY COULD 
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NOT ASK QUESTIONS. IN EFFECT THEY ONLY HAD ACCESS TO PRESS 
ADVISOR. THE PRESS ADVISOR TOLD THEM THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE 
PERMITTED INTO CHAD BECAUSE THEY HAD, IN EFFECT, COME TO CHAND UNDER 
FALSE PRETENSES AND HAD BAD INTENTIONS. MESSRS. PRINGLE AND DARNTON 
TOLD THE PRESS ATTACHE THAT THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE BASIS FOR THI 
S 

STATEMENT AS THEY ARRIVED WITH VALID VISAS, VOLUNTARILY 
STATED THAT THEY WERE CORRESPONDENTS, AND SHOWED THEIR PRESS 
CARDS. CONJECTURED WAS THAT AN OVER ZEALOUS IMMIGRATION 
OFFICER MIGHT HAVE CLAIMED THAT HE HAD PROTECTED THE SECURITY 
OF THE STATE BY UNCOVERING TWO JOURNALISTS SEEKING TO GAIN 
UNAUTHORIZED ENTRY INTO CHAD - NONE OF WHICH, ACCORDING TO 
THEM WAS THE ACTUAL CASE. 

3. WHILE IN YAOUNDE THE CORRESPONDENTS RECEIVED A GENERAL 
BRIEFING ON THE CHAD SITUATION AND IN DEPTH BRIEFINGS ON 
CAMEROON AND EQUATORIAL GUINEA. THEY ARE ALSO KNOWN TO HAVE 
SEEN JOAQUIN JUSTE THE SPANISH CHARGE AND SOME UNIDENTIFIED 
FRENCH SOURCES. THEY INTEND TO RETURN TO NAIROBI ON THE 

1 1TH (PROBABLY WT 753). 

4. COMMENT: WHILE WE HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THESE CORRESPONDENTS 
WILL PUBLISH ON THE MATTERS THEY INVESTIGATED DURING THEIR 
STAY, WE HAVE NO DOUBT FROM THEIR OFT REPEATED STATEMENTS THAT 
THEY ARE MOST GRATEFUL FOR ALL EFFORTS MADE ON THEIR BEHALF BY 
AMEMBASSY NDJAMANA. 
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